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A high priority catchment  

Multiple drivers for SWW:

• Drinking water catchment – WQ + resources

• Multiple designations + key habitats

• Drainage + wastewater challenges 

• Flood risk management 

Vital that we have a healthy 
resilient catchment
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A high priority catchment  

Multiple drivers for SWW:

• Drinking water catchment – WQ + resources

• Multiple designations + key habitats 

• Drainage + wastewater challenges 

• Flood risk management 

+ the estuary also has several statutory drivers -->
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Natural Resources Programme -> Dart

Funding Streams: 

WINEP, Green Recovery, Defra peatland grants, ongoing catchment schemes, Green First … 

Focus areas:

• Catchment management (Upstream Thinking and Green Recovery)

• Peatland restoration – via the SW Peatland Partnership

• Fish and eel migration and risk mitigation – screens and fish passes

• Biodiversity enhancement on SWW land and assets

• Biosecurity and management of Invasive Non-Native Species (INNS)

+ Nature Based Solutions
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Upstream Thinking…
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UST on the Dart 
2015-2030

UST delivery on the Dart for 10-years:

• Delivered by WRT and DWT in partnership

• ~£2m of funding provided

• 130 farm plans in AMP6, ~13k Ha in active 
management 

• Continued in AMP7 + AMP8 plans in development 

• 2025-30 WINEP Project at Venford Reservoir - £750k
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Our ‘Green First’ framework…

Decision-framework to support 
selection of right blend of solutions: 

1. Urgency

2. Certainty

3. Deliverability

4. Affordability

5. Operability 

6. Multi-capital benefits
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RIVER HEMS
51 km2 catchment the joins 
the Dart Estuary next to 
Totnes STWs, just below 
Totnes Weir

TOTNES STW
Continuous discharge (UV 
treated) into head of estuary + 
Storm Overflow (103 spills 
2023)

STEAMER QUAY
Designated as a bathing water 
in 2024 following campaign by 
Friends of the Dart

STAVERTON STW
Small continuous discharge (not 
UV treated) into River Dart 
downstream of bathing location 

RIVER DART
475 km2 catchment drains the  
south east of Dartmoor and 
enters estuary at Totnes Weir

Kilbury STW (~8km upstream)
Continuous discharge (not UV 
treated) into Dart + Storm 
Overflow (103 spills 2023)

BIDWELL BROOK
13 km2 catchment drains are 
from Rattery to the Dart 
below Dartington at Riverside
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CSO – DARTINGTON SCH
98 spills in 2023 (13 in 

BW)

CSO – TEXTILE MILL
59 spills in 2023 (9 in BW)

CSO – SHINNER’S BRIDGE
62 spills in 2023 (10 in 

BW)

CSO – BRIDGETOWN
61 spills in 2023 (9 in BW)

CSO – FORE STREET
45 spills in 2023 (11 in 

BW)CSO – QUARRY CLOSE
10 spills in 2023 (0 in BW)

CSO – ST JOHN’S TERRACE
10 spills in 2023 (2 in BW)

STEAMER QUAY
Designated as a bathing water 
in 2024 following campaign by 
Friends of the Dart

CSO – DARTINGTON C
83 spills in 2023 (16 in 

BW)

CSO – SWALLOWFIELDS
27 spills in 2024 (2 in BW)

PSOCSOEO – TOTNES TOWN
69 spills in 2023 (22 in BW)

SSO – STAVERTON
21 spills in 2023 (0 in BW)

CSO – TOTNES STW
103 spills in 2023 (++ in BW)
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Storm Overflows --> altered natural system
When the human water system is put under pressure it can disfunction and this can cause negative 
impacts –
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We can only use 
NBS effectively if 
we understand the 
problem…

…and we know how to target, 
design and deliver them 
effectively
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To reduce storm overflow 
frequency to 10 spills per 
annum for the 4 SO’s the 
current estimated surface 
water removal required is…

Present day (2022) SW 
removal needed = 2,927m³

~1.2 Olympic sized swimming 
pools

Predicted future (2050) 
requirement - including 

planned developments and 
climate change = 4,442m³

~1.8 Olympic sized swimming 
pools

Solutions designed to meet the 10 
spills per annum requirement will also 
achieve the 1 spill per Bathing Season 
requirement for SOs close to BWs

Understanding storm overflows – how much water?
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Dartington CSO 
Project
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4,000 m2 IA1,000 m2 IA
(unknown?)
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3,000 m2 IA

2,000+ m2 IA
(unknown?)
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1,000+ m2 IA
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Types of Solutions
Urban Nature-Based or ‘Green/Blue’

 u  

Raingardens, Permeable paving

Rain gardens, permeable paving

Swales, ponds basins
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A well-established toolbox of measures to 
reduce flood generation

‘Working with Natural Processes’
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Types of Solutions
Traditional Engineered solutions

Sewage Treatment 
Works Upgrade


